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LETTER LXXir.

From the Tauric Slept, or Defert.

W E fet out from Sympheropol this morning, and bade adieu to
the fine mountainous part of theTaurida, to launch once more into
the Defert that occupies the Northern half of the peninfula, from
the river Salgir to the Golden Gate ; a tradl only calculated for

paftoral Tartars and their flocks ; of courfe, we could not expect
many intercfting objc£ls in our this day's journey.
I have always obferved, however, that when a traveller is refolved
to be pleafed, and to draw fome kind of amufement from every-
thing, inltead of getting out of humour at the more barren parts
of a journey, he may commonly find fomething or other worthy of
his attention : and this was juft our cafe ; for we met with fome

ftraggling Tartar villages in the flept, and fome flocks of the fmall
lean Tauric (hcep fo famous for their valuable furs and the fweet-
nefs of their flelh ; but we obferved that they were either black or

fpotted, comprifing but few of what is vulgarly called the blue
colour, which brings fo high a price for peliffes, muffs, caps, &c.
But what more particularly attracted our attention was, a real

Scythian cart drawn by a couple of dromedaries.
This was a deep vehicle, mounted on two high flrong wheels,
fomething like an Englifh baker's cart, lined firft with ruflies, and
then with the famj felt fluff with which the Tartar tents are made.
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A covering of the fame felt was laid over the top when we faw it
pafs, poffibly to conceal the women, who, we Vv ere told, had com-
monly travelled in that kind of equipage from time immemorial.

Independent of what we did fee, you know that I derive a fund
of amul'ement from looking for what I very feldom find, viz. the
ruins of the antient cities which once Hood in theTaurida; and
fuch was my paftime to-day in returning by the Eaftern road along
the coafl: of the Putrid Sea, for the fake of variety; as we came into
the peninfula by the Weftern, along the coalt of the Dead and
Black Seas.
The Limen Zapra, as the Greeks called the Putrid Sea, feems to
be a portion of the Sea of AfofF, cut off from it by the gradual for-
mation of a long narrow fand-bank; at a very remote period, how-
ever, as it had the name of the peninfula of Zeno (Cherfonefus
Zenonis) in the time of the Antients.

This was the firll objecl that drew my attention to-day in begin-
ning our gallopping hunt after antiquities, while the fleet Tartar
horfes carried us brifkly forward ; and I was not a little puzzled to
conje6lure how a Greek phdofopher could have left his name on a
Tauric fand-bank ; till I recollected, that a fon of the orator Zeno
was made king of the Bofphorus by Marc Anthony ; this folved the

difficulty ; and, as to the name of Putrid given to the lake thus cut
off" from the fea of Afoff, by the Cherfonefus Zenonis, nothing can be
more applicable ; as, in fa6l, the narrow Straits of Jenitchi, at the
end of the bar, being the only communication between them, the
Putrid Sea is really nothing elle than a ftagnant pool, for want of
fufficient circulation ; exhaling a dangerous miafma during Summer,
which has eft'eclually prevented the founding of any modern city on
its fickly coafl. Ptolemy, indeed, mentions a couple of antient ci-
ties in this diflridl ; but in fb vague a manner, that we are left to
our own conje6lures relative to their pofition.
One of the two, Tarona, which Ortelius places to the S. E. of

Perecop, and the Eaft of the antient Satarcha, mentioned in a
former
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former letter, I will venture to fuppofe may have ftood on the
Solinoy Ozera, or Salt Lake of the Ruflian maps ; as a trade in that
mineral, ftill a capital article, might well maintain a city on its banks ;
for, to look for any thing above the rank of a paltoral village in
any other part of this fide of the grazing plain, where there is not
a fonrce of commerce and wealth to fupport a city, would (hew
great ignorance of the principle which has in all ages collected men
into large municipal bodies.
As to the pofition of the other city of which Ptolemy fpeaks, let
fomc future traveller conjecture refpe6ling its fite, who can difcover
fources of wealth hidden from the rapid furvey of Yours, &cc.

LETTER LXXIII.

JL OU certainly expe6l me to pafs the remainder of the Tauric
defert without findmg any thing more worthy of remark ; but there
you are miftaken ; for, on the contrary, we found a new fubjc6t of
attention very much in your own line of refearch.
On {topping at a village, the hofpitable Tartars brought us a
wooden difh of their favourite koumis, with a fmall vefTel of brandy,
both made from mares' milk, in defiance of the opinion of chemifts,
who formerly affertcd, that an ardent fpirit could not be drawn from
milk, till they were taught the Tartar mode of diitillation in the
wilds of Scythia.

G G 2 You


